Chequered Childhood                                                                 33
Shaikh Bayazid and Maulana Abdul Qadir were subsequently
appointed head ataliq, but Akbar proved to be the despair of them
all. He lacked the aptitude to acquire knowledge for its own sake.
A realist, Akbar revelled in the excitements of the world outside;
the school, with all its harsh adjuncts, repelled him. He was a far
cry from the romanticist Babar for whom a sparkling phrase or
the beauty of a lyric meant joy that uplifted the soul. On the
other hand, Akbar drove the dull cares away by what he himself
called the joy of danger, the glory of war. The two were different,
yet alike in more ways than one. The will to conquer was the
H.C.F. that made them both great.